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of a fiscal nature. We see the mixture of motives in the in-
corporation of crafts, in the bestowal of patents, in the
penalizing of enclosures, and in the manipulation of the
industrial code which was laid open to grave abuses. It is
not surprising, then, that some historians have discerned in
the policy of the Early Stuarts nothing but the pursuit of
sordid aims—the raising of revenue without parliamentary
sanction. Yet to adopt such a view, unless it is considerably
modified, is to miss the significance of the whole economic
trend of the seventeenth century. It was a coincidence that
the maintenance of the traditional system became mixed up
with purely fiscal measures.
Elements Another defect of economic statesmanship in the first
tifafon. ha^ °* ^e seventeenth century was its lack of coherence and
consistency. The struggle for mastery between the con-
tending principles of co-operation and individualism became
lost in what seemed like a chaotic welter of petty projects,
ill-conceived and worse executed. Every interest in the
land was in turn attacked and alienated. The gentry were
irritated by commissions of depopulation sent to inquire
into enclosures. The farmers were alarmed by plans for
public granaries, and angered by the ruthless repression of
tobacco-growing for the sake of Virginia. The manu-
facturers had innumerable grievances in patents of monopoly,
which " entrenched upon the freedom of the subjects ", in
schemes for textile corporations, in the complexity of the
laws prescribing the processes of industry, in the prohibi-
tion of labour-saving devices, in the assessment of wages,
in the pressure put on employers to keep their men at work
in bad times and to employ none but those who had served
an apprenticeship. The retail traders found their existence
menaced by efforts to suppress speculation in grain and wool
and coal. The merchants engaged in oversea commerce were
rendered hostile by attacks upon the trading companies, by
interference with the foreign exchanges, by the seizure of
the bullion stored for safety in the Mint, by intervention
between creditors and debtors, and above all by the exaction
of increased customs duties—" In no part of the world [are
traders] so screwed and wrung as in England " ; " Our

